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The Clutch Chatter 
Volume 34  Issue 7  July 2015 

Car of the Month 

1933 Chrysler Imperial CL  
Dual Windshield Phaeton By LeBaron 

By Bill Rothermel SAH  
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Foreword 

The Car of the Month for July, 2015, is coming home for a visit after 
an absence of nearly 40 years. Thanks to the generosity of its current 
owners, David and Lorie Greenberg, the classic car will be displayed 
at the 40th Anniversary Rohr Car Show on September 19. Bill Rother-
mel’s article, which follows, tells the story of this grand automobile, 
its history, and its connection to the Manassas community and the 
Bull Run Region.  – Steve White  

 
Walter Percy Chrysler al-
ways seemed to be in the 
right place at the right 
time.  His Chrysler Corpo-
ration, born in 1925, was 
flourishing.  By 1929, 
Chrysler’s expanded prod-
uct line included Plym-
outh, Dodge, and DeSoto, 
encompassing the low- and 
mid-price ranges.  His own 
name was reserved for the 

top-of-the-line, and, beginning in 1926, the Imperial moniker identi-
fied the finest in the Chrysler lineup.  
Ego might have tempted Chrysler to join with other luxury car manu-
facturers in developing twelve- or sixteen-cylinder engines, but never 
did.  Such extravagance, he thought, was unnecessary. But Chrysler 
did add a straight-eight en-
gine to the lineup in 1931. 
Gearheads can identify this 
engine by its red cylinder 
head.  It was not remarkable 
technically, but its large 384 
cubic inch displacement 
helped provide first-rate per-
formance.  Chrysler’s road 
handling was already es-
teemed and its ride qualities 
superb.  But the big news from 
Chrysler in 1931 was the stunning 
drop-dead gorgeous looks of the new Imperial, which, of course, 
would be fitted with that big new engine.  
Continued on page 3 

Dave & Lorie Greenberg’s 1933 Chrysler 

Beautiful and imposing front view 
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Region Contacts 
 

Bull Run Region Website: 

www.bullrunaaca.org 

Officers 

President:  Bill Holmes 

(703)644-6890  

wholmes2@cox.net 

Vice Pres: Scott Patton 

(703) 474-6909 

klustr18@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Pam Pandolfi 

(703) 754-4668 

pamp.pp25@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Nicki Hudson 

(540) 522-6533 

nancyshudson@msn.com 

Board of Directors 

George Richardson  

(703) 768-1569 

 richardson13@cox.net 

Brandon Bazan 

(703) 361-2492 

bbazan25@gmail.com 

Pete Pandolfi 

(703)754-4668  

Peter.Pandolfi@tsa.dhs.gov 

BRR Website Coordinator 

Bill Holmes 

wholmes2@cox.net 

BRR Sunshine Committee: 

Joann Richardson 

(703) 768-1569 

richardson13@cox.net 

The President’s Page  by Bill Holmes 

The Bull Run Region will celebrate on Sunday, 19 July,  with a driving tour, 

museum visit at The Roaring Twenties Museum in Hood Virginia and culmi-

nate the day of old car celebrations with a private collection tour and picnic 

hosted by Bob and Nancy Mantz who live just outside Madison VA.  This is 

the second of our club outings for the year and we hope all members will 

come out and join the fun.   Next up in Aug will be the 40th Annual ROHR 

show at Manassas Museum on the 19th of September.  And after we wind 

down we will have a Fall event in late Oct or early November.  Your Board 

and elected officers are working hard to provide quality events, interesting 

monthly meeting speakers and AACA award winning Clutch Chatter and 

Website ( www.bullrunaaca.org) for your hobby enjoyment. 

I could not let the opportunity go by without asking for volunteers too.  After 

all that is what makes the 

club go.  We need you to help organize and carryout the Regions activities.  

Let me know if you have an interest in helping out. We have a lot of interest-

ing and some very moderate time commitment opportunities. 

Membership Registration:  Responsible for  keeping the club roster  

current and sending notices for renewals each year.  

Program Committee Chair  and members to plan the year ly program 

of activities and speakers - work with Club officers 

Club Event Coordinators to work out the details for  a club outing  

Car of the Month members to select and write shor t ar ticles on se-

lected members cars - Steve White chairs  

Welcoming Committee members to follow up with new members - 

Dave Claveloux chair  

Rohr Show volunteers to help out the day of the show - Scott Patton 

chair  

Volunteers to help with the summer  recruiting effor t who can go to 

selected events as ambassadors and distribute club flyers - Charlie 

and Susan Buhl chair 

Just call me 703-403-4097 or email me wholmes2@cox.net or contact one of 

the other officers and I will find just the right fit for you.  Thanks and have a 

great time celebrating “Collector Car Appreciation Day”.  

Bill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LET’S HAVE FUN with OUR 

ANTIQUE, CLASSIC AND 

OLD CARS in 2015! 

July Automotive Trivia Question 

What autos were the first to use a stand-

ardized production key-start system?  

See answer on Page 6 

http://www.bullrunaaca.org/
mailto:wholmes2@cox.net
mailto:klustr18@yahoo.com
mailto:pamp.pp25@gmail.com
mailto:nancyshudson@msn.com
mailto:richardson13@cox.net
mailto:joe.a.drago@gmail.com
mailto:Peter.Pandolfi@tsa.dhs.gov
mailto:wholmes2@cox.net
mailto:richardson13@cox.net
http://www.bullrunaaca.org/
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The July meeting will be at the Mantz’s home in Madi-

son, Virginia.  This will be a picnic meeting and will in-

clude a tour of the Mantz collection.  As usual with our 

picnic meetings, the Mantz’s will provide hamburgers 

and hot dogs.  Everyone attending is asked to bring a dish 

to share and their own place settings.  The Club will pro-

vide the drinks.   

This meeting will also include a tour of the Roaring 20’s 

Museum which is near by the Mantz’s home.  Bill 

Holmes needs a preliminary estimate of interested mem-

bers by Jun 20 and a final commitment by Jul 7.  There is 

a nominal admission fee. 

For those who would like to caravan to the meeting, we 

will meet between 10 and 11AM at the Sheets service sta-

tion at the intersection of Route 15 and I66 in Haymarket, 

VA.  From there we will drive to the museum for a tour, 

then to the Mantz’s for afternoon picnic.  We should be 

able to get on way home by 6PM.   

You may remember that last month we highlighted the 

Alsop’s participating in this parade with their 1929 Cadil-

lac.  It turn out we had another member, Darryll Baker, in 

the parade with his 1939 Chevy school bus.  They were 

staged just ahead of Miss 

America and behind the 30 

foot Idaho Potato! Note the 

bus made the front page of 

the 26 May Metro section 

of the Washington Post!  

 

 

 

 

Car of the Month continued 

Chrysler was duly impressed with the handsome lines of 

the Errett Loban Cord’s front-wheel drive L-29 intro-

duced in 1929, and Walter P. was not averse to borrowing 

styling cues. Like the L-29, the new Chrysler Imperial 

sported a ground-hugging profile, graceful curves, and 

deeply setback canted grille, but the overall effect was 

uniquely Chrysler. Chrysler knew a good thing and stuck 

with the classic styling theme through 1933. 

All Imperials offered in 1931 boasted semi-custom coach 

work by LeBaron, including the phaeton, roadster, coupe, 

and convertible coupe styles; a total of 330 were pro-

duced.  For 1932, the Imperial was divided into two se-

ries, the CH and 

the CL.  Both 

carried the 

straight eight 

with the CH be-

ing mounted on a 

135” wheelbase, 

while the CL 

continued on the 

long 145” version.  

Most semi-custom 

bodies were again by LeBaron in 1932. The founders of 

LeBaron chose the name to evoke French style and pres-

tige. Supporting the body was a new double-drop “girder 

truss” chassis with free-wheeling vacuum operated clutch, 

power assisted hydraulic brakes, and drop center 

wheels.  Engineering, always a Chrysler hallmark, was 

highlighted by details such as “floating power” motor 

mounts, which deadened engine vibration.  Ride quality is 

described as superb, both then and now. 

Our Car of the Month is a dashingly handsome 1933 Im-

perial with coachwork by LeBaron. It is one of only 36 5-

passenger phaetons produced for 1933 and was Chrysler’s 

most expensive car at $3,395.00.  It was delivered new to 

Louis Marx of the Marx Toy Company, a man of discrim-

inating taste.  It is now owned by David and Lorie Green-

berg of Hewlett Harbor, New York, but the car has a fas-

cinating local history.   

Continued on page 4 

 

July Meeting Information 

A profile of elegance 

Bull Run Member in DC Memorial Day Parade 

By Peter W. Pandolfi 

Article in the Washington Post 

Darryll and Crew 

Miss America 
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Editor’s Notes   by Peter W. Pandolfi:  

 
 
Bull Run Region AACA  
The Clutch Chatter Editor  
6837 General Longstreet’s Line  
Manassas, VA 20109-2225  
My goal is to make this an informative vehicle for keep-

ing Bull Run members informed of Club activities and 

provide some entertainment.  If you know of any up-

coming events, please let me know.  I also encourage 

our members to submit articles on events you have at-

tended, complete with pictures, for publication in the 

Clutch Chatter.  Have not been to an event recently?  

Not a problem.  I would be delighted to receive articles 

on some part of automotive history, description of your 

restoration project or a discourse on a particular skill 

that you would like to share.  The articles do  not need 

to be long usually between 600 and 900 words.  Pictures 

are especially welcome.  Please submit any articles, pic-

tures or ideas to me at  

email: rr4pwp@gmail.com.   

Deadline for Clutch Chatter Submissions: 

25th of each month for inclusion in the next issue. 

 

June Anniversaries 

 

June Birthdays    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Car of the Month continued 

Back in the 1940s, Edgar Rohr of Manassas purchased 

the car for $125.00 exclusively for its tires.  Rohr want-

ed the tires for his family business, but in fact never 

took them off the car.  The Chrysler was put on blocks 

for a time, but Rohr finally chose to put the elegant car 

to use.  Being a volunteer fireman, he painted it bright 

red with yellow stripes.  Lore has it that many couples 

were chauffeured in it on their wedding day.  

 The Chrysler was well-known in Manassas until the 

late 1970s or early1980s when Rohr sold it to raise capi-

tal for a garage to house his expanding collection.  The 

lucky next owner was Duesenberg collector Rick Car-

roll of South Florida, who later sold it to David Huckins 

of New Hampshire. Huckins restored the car in the late 

1980’s. The Greenbergs obtained the car from the 

Huckins estate in January, 2014, and have been actively 

showing it throughout the United States, where it is a 

consistent award winner.  

Honors include: 

March 2014, Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance, Most 

Elegant Chrysler Award 

May 2014, Greenwich Concours d’Elegance, Most Dis-

tinguished Pre-War Automobile Award 

June 2014, The Elegance at Hershey, The High Society 

Award 

September 2014, St. Michaels Concours d’Elegance, 

Most Elegant Open Car Award 

February 2015, Boca Raton Concours d’Elegance, Ex-

cellence in Class Award 

 

Doomed by the Great Depression, just 151 Imperials 

found buyers in 1933, the final year for this series from 

Chrysler.  But the company had plans and was preparing 

for a modern replacement few knew about. That car was 

the radical Airflow, which debuted in 1934.  

  

Paul & Linda Puff Jul 25 

Chip & Nancy Rohr Jul 28 

Garry & Susan Scutt Jul 28 

  

Joe Drago Jul 4 

Chip Rohr Jul 5 

Mark Adams Jul 9 

Barbara Cummings Jul 10 

Rhea Gilbert Jul 10 

Mike Cumberland Jul 12 

Jeanne Welch Jul 14 

Ken Farley Jul 20 

David McGlothlin Jul 21 

Sandy Tierney Jul 31 
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Meeting Minutes for June 14, 2015 

 
 

 

On Sunday June 14 the Bull Run Region AACA held its 

monthly meeting at the VFW Hall in Manassas. Vice 

President Scott Patton opened with the Pledge of Alle-

giance at 4:10 pm.  Seventeen members were present. 

Treasurers Report: Treasurer Nicki Hudson presented the 

income and expenses for the Region for the month.  The 

report was accepted by unanimous vote of the members. 

Sunshine: Sunshine chairperson Joann Richardson report-

ed on the health of members Ruth and Eck Blankenship.  

Joann had no update on the condition of member Patrice 

Fetter, but will continue to attempt contact.  Pam Pandolfi 

is recovering well from her surgery on May 26 and hopes 

to attend the July meeting.   

The Rohr Car Show planning is progressing and we are on 

schedule for the show on September 19, 2015.  Region 

members are encouraged to distribute show flyers to 

shows or other car events that they are attending.  Assis-

tance will be need at the Sully Plantation Father’s Day 

show.  Brandon Bazan has arranged for attending mem-

bers to meet on the show field to receive flyers to distrib-

ute and assign areas of the field to cover.  Brandon is co-

ordinating the distribution of flyers so that we can cover 

as many shows in Northern Virginia as possible. There 

will also be posters available once the final edits are com-

pleted. If you have a business or know of a business that 

would let you put a poster up, please let Brandon know. 

To further advertise the show, emails have been sent to 

Northern Virginia car clubs and information will be placed 

in local newspapers.  Scott Patton, Show Chairman, asked 

for help in moving the show materials from Bill Sessler’s 

house to the show field so Bill can bring his cars to the 

show.  In addition to Bill’s 1922 Ford Model T and 1933 

Pontiac, he will be displaying a 1915 Ford Model T that 

belonged to the Rohr family.  Anyone who can help, con-

tact Scott. 

The next meeting will be held on July 12, 2015 at Bob 

Mantz’s home in Reva, Virginia. A tour of a Roaring 20s 

museum is being planned as a part of the meeting. Bring a 

dish to share and table service for yourself.  The Mantz’s 

are providing hamburgers and hot dogs and the Region is 

providing the drinks.  Bill Holmes will provide additional 

details regarding a meeting point for those wishing to car-

avan to the Roaring 20’s museum and then to the Mantz 

home.  He is trying to get a count of people attending for 

the ordering of food and drinks, so let him know if you are 

going if you have not already done so. 

The 50/50 drawing was held with $34.00 going to the 

winner. 

The business part of the meeting was adjourned at 4:40 

p.m.  Jon Battle presented several entertaining videos on 

classic cars.  One clip presented a range of vintage TV 

commercials on cars from the 1950’s and early 1960’s.  

Most entertaining was another clip of vintage cars in the 

rough needing to be rescued.  Some were buried in leaves 

and bushes while others had trees growing through them.  

Despite the condition and copious rust, it was fun to hear 

the audience try and identify each vehicle.  To complete 

the movie experience Jon surprised everyone by providing 

popcorn fresh from the popper and served in those red and 

white popcorn boxes we remember so well from drive-in 

movies. 

 

by Pam Pandolfi, Secretary 

Jon Battle making popcorn 

Bull Run members enjoying the show 
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Bull Run Region Calendar: 

Jul 12—Picnic Meeting and Driving Tour to Roaring 20’s 

Museum, Madison, VA 

Aug 9—Bull Run Meeting, VFW Hall, Manassas, VA 

Sep 12—Bull Run Meeting, VFW Hall, Manassas, VA 

Sep 19—40th Rohr Memorial Car Meet, Manassas, VA 

Area Calendar: 

July 15-18—Southeastern Fall Meet, Louisville, KY 

July 27-31—AACA Vintage Tour, Lancaster, PA 

Aug 8—All GM Show, Montgomery College, MD 

Oct 7-10—Eastern Fall Meet, Hershey. PA 

Oct 17-18—Poor Man’s Tour, Shenandoah Region 

Oct 17—Rockville Car Show, Rockville, MD 

 

 

Jul 12 Bob Mantz “Collection Tour” 

Aug 9 Charlie Carroccio “History of Automobile” 

Sep 12 Richard Porter  “Early Mustangs” 

Editor’s Note: Jon  Battle is soliciting speakers for the 

rest of the year. Please consider contacting Jon to get 

scheduled to speak about any antique vehicle related top-

ic – to include discussing your pride and joy, your first 

car, your first restoration, or any technical topic. Got a 

short movie or friend with automotive skills, these re-

sources can be used for a possible presentation.  

ALERT!  The Antique Automobile Club of America 

(AACA) supports the SEMA Action Network (SAN) in 

declaring July 10, 2015 as National Collector Car Appre-

ciation Day (CCAD). It is a day to help raise aware-

ness of the entire car hobby and its role in American soci-

ety. This will be the sixth consecutive year for what has 

become an annual event to recognize the importance of 

automotive restoration and collection. Each year since 

2010, this "holiday" has been marked by a U.S. Senate 

Resolution at the request of the SAN to honor the classics 

of the past and the future. 

On Friday you are encouraged to get your old car out and 

drive it around, drive it to work, go to one of the local 

Virginia cruise-ins or just park it in the driveway.  More 

events all over the country will be listed by SEMA at their 

website www.semasan.com/page.asp?

content=celebrate_collectorcar_day&g=SEMAGA. SE-

MA Action Network (SAN) members are sharing the vid-

eo PSA about the “holiday.”  Featuring Spike TV’s Pow-

erblock host Courtney Hansen and her 1957 Ford Thun-

derbird, this video may be posted by everyone using the 

following link: https://youtu.be/j91KeBdli9g  

ALERT!  July 26 car  show at Meadowood Regional 

Park in Lutherville, MD.  Sunday from 10 am to 3 pm, 

Top 35 Awards plus “Meadowood’s Choice Award”, 

“Best of Decade Awards: Teens/20s, 30s, 40s, 50s, 60s, 

70s, 80s, 90s, 2000s”, and “Best Modified / Custom 

Awards (6)”, Longest Distance Driven. Show vehicles 

MUST have a functional fire extinguisher.  Information 

Call: Hank 410-499-6196   

ADVISORY:  The Annual Rockville Antique and 

Classic Car Show (Oct 17) will feature “woodies” in the 

invitational Special Display. If you have a genuine wood-

ie or know of one that would reflect well on the show, 

please contact me. Entry fees and registration for selected 

cars will be waived and a photo will be included in the 

official program. Steve White swhite79@cox.net or 703-

533-0386. 

 

Special Presentation Schedule  

2015 Calendar of Events and Activities 

Member News 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zwxUWXV2VHfQFgh8jWSBEmcyY85ay2pmXinM9r27lqBRZ4VYwynvAcRb8puvYcVFDOut4owZ59Yqiuf4t3XKP5mOFhGIlkKAKtP_c7qajVUHQBANslif6Lzozy3-UooNJ4nwkrp3c_p-eTHen0rZVs0cLgX00AWhtBI8TzNm65ckD-6P_IjOi82NtSAEU0bk9pxhImX2CbhO9MCUkwvS04L_8o5DD9-t-6kj
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zwxUWXV2VHfQFgh8jWSBEmcyY85ay2pmXinM9r27lqBRZ4VYwynvAcRb8puvYcVFDOut4owZ59Yqiuf4t3XKP5mOFhGIlkKAKtP_c7qajVUHQBANslif6Lzozy3-UooNJ4nwkrp3c_p-eTHen0rZVs0cLgX00AWhtBI8TzNm65ckD-6P_IjOi82NtSAEU0bk9pxhImX2CbhO9MCUkwvS04L_8o5DD9-t-6kj
http://www.semasan.com/page.asp?content=celebrate_collectorcar_day&g=SEMAGA
http://www.semasan.com/page.asp?content=celebrate_collectorcar_day&g=SEMAGA
https://youtu.be/j91KeBdli9g
mailto:swhite79@cox.net
tel:703-533-0386
tel:703-533-0386


 7 

ADVISORY:  Jon Battle is still looking for  two or  
three more people who would like to give a 15-20 mi-
nute presentation at one of our meetings.  October and 
November are available in this year, but presenters for 
early 2016 are also welcome to step up.  You can speak 
on any automotive related topic.  Tell us about your last 
tour or your experiences in restoring your car.  We’d 
love to hear it. 

ADVISORY:  In addition to ar ranging for  speakers, 

Jon is also looking to build up a "library" of videos 

about cars, owned by members, which could be bor-

rowed from them when we have a "movie night".  We 

are looking for TV or movie theatre car ads,  promo-

tional movies (from car companies, insurance compa-

nies, tire companies, etc.), driving safety films, and so 

forth.  Also, old videos showing car shows from years 

ago.  Maybe even clips from home movies, showing 

Uncle Fred and Aunt Tillie in their new Hupp.   Limit is 

15 minutes per video clip, preferably shorter so we can 

show several of them in one presentation.  We need the 

following info from potential contributors: 

1.  Name and subject matter of the video 

2.  Format (DVD, CD, VHS tape, 16MM movie, etc.) 

3.  Length of the video. (If on a disk with several video 

clips, please list each clip and its length) 

Please contact Jon Battle, detailed@verizon.net or (540) 

364-1770. 

ADVISORY:  In suppor t of the Rohr  Car  Meet in 
September, we are looking for a number of award spon-
sors.  As in years past, the cost of a sponsorship is $50.  
This provide either 3 Top 50 awards, 1 Best of Show 
award, or 1 Special award.  The sponsor’s name is 
placed on each award sponsored and on the list of spon-
sors which is announced throughout the show and a 
copy is in each registration package.  Contact Jon Battle 
if you or someone you know is willing to be a sponsor. 

ADVISORY:  It is with deep sadness we announce 

the passing of new member Jerold H. Gilbert (Age 84) 

passed away on May 5, 2015.  In lieu of flowers, dona-

tions may be made to Hospice at Capital Caring, 2900 

Telestar Ct., Falls Church, VA 22042 in his memory.  

The club is purchasing a brick at the AACA Museum in 

his honor. 

July Trivia Question Answer: 

The 1949 Chryslers  

Member Cars For Sale 

Showable driver car, 110 HP dual carb 6 cylinder en-

gine, manual dark blue top in excellent condition, new 

upholstery, good paint, chrome wire wheels with radi-

al tires (not shown), original standard steel wheels 

with wire wheel covers (3) included, Powerglide auto-

matic transmission rebuild in 2008, winner ODMA 

First Junior Award, 76,168 original miles.  Asking 

$14,000.  Contact Pete by email at usaf04@live.com. 

 

Great driver and with just a little detail work could be 

a show car, 390 Special V-8, everything works except 

the gas gage and the clock, engine and the transmis-

sion have been rebuilt. The brakes have been redone.  

78,000 original miles.  Asking $18,500.  Contact John 

jtk4fun@netscape.net 

1965 Chevy Corvair Monza 

1963 Ford Thunderbird 

Member News 

mailto:usaf04@live.com
mailto:jtk4fun@netscape.net
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